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SEASONAL NOTE No. 4  

SUMMER (May / June / July)

Theme: Inspect / Swarm Control / Harvest

· ADD SUPERS AS REQUIRED 

· First super normally given to provide space for bees. Add when bees in brood box cover all except two outer frames

· In general add new supers on top
· SWARMING / QUEEN REARING
-  Carry out regular inspections

-  Look for Q. Cells

-  Undertake Swarm Control. Can be combined with queen rearing as described in booklet below. See Fig. 2 overleaf.

· VARROA MITES
· Natural mite fall (mites per day) can be measured over 3 to 5 day period. See Fig. 1 overleaf.
· Most members no longer treat their bees for the varroa mite. The booklet, “A beekeeping regime that facilitates varroa tolerance in honeybees” describes the approach to varroa tolerance used within our Association. Copies available from Association at €3 each. See Fig. 2 overleaf.  
· EXTRACTION OF HONEY  CROP

- An early crop can be taken off in mid-season. Oil seed rape crop must be removed when capped (or ripe)

- Clear bees and remove super(s)

- Ensure that colony is not short of stores. Immediate feeding may be necessary

· Extract honey as soon as possible

-  Only return wet supers in late evening; annoying neighbours / robbing?
·  FUMIGATION / STORAGE OF COMBS 
· Fumigate brood combs that have been removed from the apiary, with acetic acid

· Take precautions against wax moth
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Figure 1. Varroa mites on an insert that is ruled to aid counting.





Figure 2. Booklet that describes the background and the beekeeping approach in our Association to obtain varroa tolerance within our area. 








