AFB talk 5th February 2026  – Things to be emphasised following talk. 

1. Undertake a dedicated brood assessment (AFB & EFB) early in season, March weather permitting. [Bees to be brushed or shaken off combs, queen protected/caged]

2. Request assistance, if required, to identify brood conditions. Always send samples of any suspect brood to the Department per standard procedure and notify the Honorary Secretary. If clinical signs of AFB are convincing, agree killing colony with the Department prior to receipt of lab confirmation. Only kill the colony with agreed (or confirmed) AFB even if sharing an apiary with other colonies. [Infecting spores only transmitted through brood/honey]

3. Close up confirmed cases or any dead-out colonies without delay [ Unsealed dead-outs are a festering sore]

4. Always strive to identify the source of any infection, e.g., Loughshinny case study. [While not identified and removed it is a potential reservoir for ongoing infection]

5. Practice a commonsense approach to hygiene. Employ good housekeeping during colony manipulations. Be tidy and clear up bits of brace comb and loose material, honey comb etc and put into a container with a lid. After each manipulation clean hive tool, gloves and hands using, for example, a water sprayer/sifter. [Clean up as you go along]

6. The initial source of most AFB outbreaks in the past has been the importation of colonies into the Fingal catchment area. It is Association policy to discourage these importations to restrict disease transmission as well as conserving the purity of our black bees. [See Voluntary Conservation Area (fingalbeekeepers.com)]

7. We are dependent on each other to keep our colonies disease free. [Having community awareness and using the practice outlined above will go a long way in minimising disease within our area]
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